

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 

5 All-Amerj 
Designs Y( 



A-BOMB SHOCKER! 

Blowing The Lid Off 
A 40-Year Coverup 



AUGUST 1985 



E ASY GLIDER 

Make This 
Summer Fun 
Porch Swing 



.1 ! 61 • 

6 Fastest Little 
Cars You Can Buy 



New Camcorders 
Go Underwater 



$150 


















SNEAK PREVIEW 

Time Machine Movie Magic 
From Steven Spielberg 



^ w ► * 

i: V ' L. '. d 



i'54744 



4-Wheel ATVs 



For Fun 









Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 



9 mg. "Tar", H 7 rr*rj. mcBtine an. per cigarette. FTC Flejmrl FEB '04 



MCiS«4TTt5 








DEAL DIRECT WITH WHOLESALE SATELLITE TV DISTRIBUTOR 














by Richard Kruger 

I just bought 1 0 truckloads 
of Wilson satellite tv sys- 
tems at rock bottom 
prices, allowing me to 
pass on this savings to 
you, 

THOUSANDS SOLD 
NATIONWIDE 

Thousands of these Wilson 
systems have been sold na- 
tionwide at over $2400 per 
system, Now because of my 
excellent buy you can have 
this same top quality system 
at only $1 1 99! That's exactly 
1/2 off. At this price, stock will 
be depleted quickly, so order 
now. 

*1199 

1 O* available for $100 more 

THATS 
1/2 OFF 

SO HURRY 
ORDER TODAY 



RUGGED CONSTRUCTION 

This exciting system includes all parts nec- 
essary for completion (except mounting 
pipe) and can be assembled in less than 
a day. 

You will receive a beautiful 9 foot 
diameter perforated antenna, de- 
signed to blend with any environ- 
ment This commercial grade, 
galvanized dish comes com- 
plete with a true polar mount 
for easy tracking of all 1 6 
satellites. 

REMOTE 
CONTROL 
CONVENIENCE 

The Wilson YM 1 000 satel- 
lite receiver is an infrared re- 
mote control unit designed to 
allow you access to all channels, 
audio and volume controls from the 
comfort of you r easy cha ir. Th is total ly solid 
state unit is manufactured in Japan by 
commercial radio manufacturer Yaesu 
Musen. utilizing only the finest in electronic 
components, 

The low noise amplifier is the high- 
est grade 85°K unit available to en- 
sure premium quality video Also 
included is 100 feet of matching 
cables, feed assembly and complete 
instructions. A toll free touble shoot- 
ing hotline is available for any instal- 
lation questions you may have. 
Complete video installation tape 
available for Beta or VHS. 



MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

If you are not 1 00% satisfied with your 
product, simply return the product in its 
original cartons within 30 days of pur- 
chase, for a courteous refund. Warranted 
by Wilson Microwave Systems, Inc, 

R&K Distributors, 2200 Patrick Lane #27, Dept. 10, Las Vegas, NV 89015 



TO ORDER CALL TOLL FREE 
1“(800)-558-3474 ” S© “ 

By mail send Eo address below. Gredu CBndi money orders, ban* 
check, certified wire transfers processed immediately Personal 
ot company checks require IS deyt All systems shipped by 
common earner. COD freight. 





“Work out. 
Run. 
Sweat. 
Shower. 
And Speed Stick protection 
to help keep me dry. 

That’s how I give 
my career 
an extra edge.” 
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You don’t have to be a do-it-yourselfer to take 
care of your engine with Gumout®. 

It's easy. Just add Gumout to your gas tank, to 
clean away deposits that _ _ 

gum-up the fuel system. ^ 

Gumout helps rough-running 
engines start easy, run 

smooth, even stop stalling. d^E9 

With Gumout, you 
really can fix it yourself, 

And save money between jC r!jlr 

tune-ups. 
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EDITOR'S 

NOTES I 



cien-c&Teclinologv 



Eikew at me Peat* Park in Hfr&mima, 



Editor Dennis 
Eskow was in the midst of ro 
searching security measures surround- 
ing our first atomic bomb Test when 
other business took him to Japan, While 
there, he decided La take the five-hour 
bullet train rsde to Hiroshima. Eskow 
found Hiroshima to be a thriving city 
today, showing almost no evidence of 
the A-bomb blast that leveled the city 
and killed hundreds of thousands in 
August 1945. Ho had to travel across 
town to the city's Peace Memorial F 3 ark 
for the first glimpse of the bomb's 
destruction. Ther e. monuments to the 
dead, a museum and a building that 
nearly vaporized at ground zero "Hood 
the senses with commemoration of the 
bomb. It was a LI too much. Gloom 
overcame me," Eskow says. Once back 
in this country, Eskow visited White 
Sands, Alumagordo and other places 

that recall textbook accounts of how The Bomb was developed. But he was after a 
different story — how the secmi was kept Eskow sorted Through tons of 
documents obtained from Defense Department and other government agencies 

through die Freedom of Information A a. 
They contained much just-declassified infor- 
mation that led to several atari lint) revelations 
(page 73) How we kepi the bomb a secret, 
even from rhe residents who lived right next 
to the tost S3tc? r is a chilling reminder that 
things aren't always what they seem. And 
that military secrets arc unbelievably capable? 
of being kept. . With 3- wheel aU-ierrain 
vehicles getting so much had publicity due to 
their alleged unsafe operating record it's no 
wonder the manufacturers — and we — have 
turned our attention tn the newest of the 
breed: the 4 -wheelers (page SO) inherently 
more stable, and a Lot more "automotive'' in their handling and feel, the 4- 
wheelers are just the ticket for open-air. off-road fun They've proven to be capable 
beasts of burden, loo. As you can see from this month's cover, they also travel well 
through the air. Since na good pilot would leave the 
ground without proper instruction. Assistant Auto 
Editor Nonna n Mayorsohn on listed expert tutors Dean 
Sundahi. champion ATV racer, and dirt bike expert 
Derek Nya. In a couple of days of coaching, they had 
weaned Mayer sohn into a semi -veteran. No small task. 

A new name on the masthead: Timothy C. Cole 
joins uur staff with this issue as Boating/Outdoors 
Editor. Cole spent six years at the helm on behalf of 
Yachting magazine andOn-E* yea rat the helm of an IBM 
personal computer in NBC's electronic publishing 
department L| Boats are better.'' Cole says Welcome 
aboard. Tim. 



New staffer Cde pi 



JVlayersoftn, Scndahl, Nyt talk ATVs. 



TOOL VALUE 
OF THE 
MONTH 



Tote-More 

Rugged tote with O-curnpartmm 
drawer carries what you need for I he 
job, whether you're ip the garden or 
workshop? Offer gimd from July in 
only while supplies last, al partiript- 
ting True \altie Hardware Stores. 'W 



HARDWARE 

VALUE 

urmmmn 



Woods Wire Telephone 
Extension Cord Reel 

Hi impact case houses 50 ft. coni, 
2 modular jades. For indoor/ outdoor 
use, pulse or tone systems. Rewimh 
easily! Offer good from July 20 only 
while supplier Last, at participating 
T>ue \kl ue 1 1 ardw are Sti ires. U5S 
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unless you also drive 



on the road. 



uniroyais Laredo S/R radial 
is one all-terrain tire that won t 
punish you on the toughest 
terrain of all: the street, it has 
been engineered for excellent 
all-weather traction and 
smooth, quiet operation Doth 
on and off the road 

using advanced computer 
aided design systems, umroyal 
engineers achieved an opti- 
mum tread design, with the 



computer they were able to 
project tread noise and trac- 
tion capabilities before the 




UNIROYAL 




first test tires were even con- 
structed. The result is a design 
that delivers low road noise 
and promotes long tread life 

Thanks to uniroyal techno- 
logy, Laredo S/R is much more 
than just another all-terrain 
light truck tire, in fact, most of 
the time you may never need 
a tire this good. The only prob- 
lem is knowing when those 
times are. 



You may never need a tire this good. Laredo S/R. 

WflTHDflBd muniffB ^iiA aBT'ipnr. 








LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR 





After 20 years, still full of fun 



It certainly pays to save 
PM Back in August 65 
for building an outdoor railroad ror 
youngsters (Backyard# Bivdbath R B 
page 1 18}. I ran across the project 
recently and was so taken by its clever 
design that I decided to build it Tor our 
grand children. 



It turned nut beautifully, as you can 
see from The photo | below left) t did 
make one change that might interest 
other readers. L substituted a 3 Tip 
Briggs Si Stratton (awnmowar engine 
for the elecinc solenoid drive. This 
saves the Lime and work of building the 
drive and eliminates the need for a 
battery that would 
require frequent re- 
i hanging. 

RONALO miMtULY 
IN[JEFENUENC:K IOWA 



Mechanics, 
1014, Radio Cky 
Station, New York, 

ny. wrot 



PMi kld-^ze fleam 
locmncitlve butte by 
reader Zimmer ly. 



Fighter flak 

Your article 1 Flew The World's Hottest 
Fighter (page 75. Apr. 35) was an 
insult io the intelligence of your reed- 
era. First the X-29 is not a fighter, it is a 
research plane Second, your state- 
ment Lhai it is believed w be capable of 
flying fester than any other winged 
aircraft is ndiculous. Its top speed can t 
even begin to approach that of pianos 
like the SR- 7 1 X-15 or many current 
first -line fighters. D.E HOETMAN 

BEAVERCREEK OHtO 

You “re right that the X-29 is techni- 
cally not a fighter, hul it is a prototype 
for a future fighter — that's the whole 
purpose of its design. Actual top speeds 
are frequently many times greeter than 
those made public. The X- i 5, for exam- 
ple, had a published top speed of Mach 
2. T, but was later revealed to have 
reached Mach B.5. No one is saying just 
how fast the X-29 is r but there's certain - 
ty good reason ro believe that ft may 
eventually outfJy anyt/iing eise current- 
ly in operation. 

Monkey business 

in your article Hot New Gear For Fire- 
fighwrh (page 87, Mar, ’85). you 



showed a tool desci i bed as a new Hursi 
Spreader That’s funny We've been 
using a similar tool tbr many years — 
only we call it a monkey wrench, 

l£E SCKNARS 
FALCONER NY 

Yes, the tool dm was shown was a 
wrench. The Hurst Spreader is primari- 
ly a tool that is used for prying open 
stuck doors- 

Help save a ship 

The only still-active World War 11 air- 
craft carrier the U.S.S, Lexington, is in 
her 42nd year of service and her future 
ie in doubt We who served on her from 
Tarawa to Tokyo believe that, when 
retired, the “Blue Ghost 1 J should he 
returned to Boston as a floating memo- 
rial and tourist attraction. 

We arc preparing a petition to this 
effect that will bn presented to the U.S. 
Navy. If any of your readers are sympa 
thetic to our cause, they can help. Just 
write "'Save the Lex" on a postcard, 
include your name and address and 
send it to me at the address below. 

JOHN OFAHCJWSKJ 

mhs emmx avc. 

NEW RRrTArN CONN n 60 Fil 



One-plane air raid 

] was very interested iJi your report on 
Britain's plan to launch and retrieve 
Harrier fighter planes from submarines 
{Technology Update, page 6S. Apr 
’BS|. Ibe article reminded me* of a little 
known incident Thai occurred during 
World War II, 

The only Time the U S mainland was 
bombed by an mefriy aircraft was 
when a small, obsolete seaplane was 
launched by catapult from, a Japanese 
submarine oft' ihe West Coast on 5epi. 
9 1942 The plane managed to reach 
Cape Blanco. Ore,, dropped its bombs 
m a forest, returned to the sub and was 
never seen again Hie attack was siM 
to have been made in retaliation for 
Doolittle's earlier raid on Tokyo 

JACK HAM MONO 

sptcei ano run 

Insurance gap 

To your article Why FM Readers Need 
More Homeowners' Insurance (page 
125. Apr '851, you suggested that 
people with basement workshops In 
flood-prone areas might want so invest 
in a federal flood insurance policy to 
cover the loss of shop equipment. 

The federal flood insurance program 
has a couple of shortcomings your 
readers should be aware of First, it 
carries a minimum deductible of $500 
Second, it covers only utilities like fur- 
naces food freezers, washers and dry- 
ers. noi shop toute DotY t get me wrong 
Flood insurance can be a good thing if 
you're susceptible to flood damage. I 
jusi wanted to point out what the pro- 
gram does and doesn't cover. 

THOMAS 0 bftAOY 
INOEPENOENT INSUKAPKJG AGEN T 
CLARENCE CENTER M V 

German, not Dutch 

In your Letters column for March 'B5 
{page 8). a readeT argued that the 
Fokker ELndecker was not a German 
plane because it was ” Dutch-built ,r 
This needs clarification. It's true that 
Tony Fokker was Dutch but Jn is; aircraft, 
factory was Located in Johahnesthal. 
Germany, during World War f 

All WW3 Fokkers were made in Ger- 
many and nowhere else. It was only 
after Germany’s defeat that Fokker re- 
turned to the Netherlands ro Found tile 
aircraft company that still bears his 
name today PAUL WATSON 

GAE.LATTN mo 
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Nobody 4x4’s 
like Ford! 



Tough Fords are America's best- 
selling 4x4 s? And for '85, high- 
output engines help make an even 
more powerful statement! 



What makes Fords 
best-selling 4x4 s king of 
the off road? Performance. 
Full-size or small-size, 
these tough 4- wheelers 
are built to handle 
rugged terrain... with 
power and toughness, 




Power io spare. 

Ford gives you the 
power to rule 
the off-road. 

With Fords 



pickup, 
standard 
engine is a 
powerful 
4.9L Six. Or you can 



choose from several V*Qs, 
each one the most power- 
ful in its class. 

Like the 5.8L V-8, a 
high output engine with 
4-bane! carb. 1 And the 
small-size Ranger s husky 
2,8L V-6 option has horse- 
power that no other small 
V-6 pickup beats! 

But pure power is 
only part of the story Ford 
puls technology on your 
side, too! Fords big 
pickup gives you the 
option dTS.OL V-8 with 
new electronic fuel- 
injection. And Ranger 
comes with a 2.3L fuel- 
injected 4-cylinder engine, 





Tough as they come. 

Tough 4- 
wheeling 
calls for 
Ford’s 
rugged 
Twin- 
Tfaction- 
Beam 
front 

suspension. The indepen- 
dent wheel action soaks 
up bumps and helps pro- 
vide sure-footed traction. 
And new the Mono-Beam 
front suspension is avail- 
able for those extra heavy 
duty jobs. 



And no matter which 



tough Ford 4x4 you choose 
-the big F-Series or the 
small-size Ranger-you get 
Ford s proven 4 -wheel 
drive system with manual 
or optional automatic lock* 




“My Ford Pickup & Me!' 



"My Ford Ranger St Mel' 



tng hubs. Add in big Ford 
payload capacity and the 
strength, of double wall 
box construction and 
you’ll knew why nobody 
4x4 s like Ford! 

Best-Built 
American lirucks, 

AiFord, Quality 
is Job 1. A 1984 survey 
established that Ford 
makes the best-built 
American trucks. This is 
based on an average of 
problems reported by 
owners in the prior six 
months on 1901-1983 
models designed and 
built in the U,S. 

lifetime Service 
Guarantee, 

As part of Ford Motor 
Company's commitment 
to your total satisfaction, 
participating Ford Dealers 
stand behind their work, 
in writing with a Lifetime 
Service Guarantee. No other 
car companies' dealers, for- 
eign or domestic, offer this 
kind of security Nobody 
See your participating 
Ford Dealer for details 

l tester cdXEdkid Rar-igei- hupf bai no\ 
for ccajponi safety 
* KdSml lx-, e mu' iturtt catenda: year 
regtrtralions thru Odobcr. I9W 
1 Optioral; tkA ovatkbfe In Ciriifof™ or 

ytftfh manial IriuT$mi£SjOfi 



AMERICAS 
TRUCK 4|g 
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More Bauer to you! 






'My Ford Bronco & Me!' 



“My Bronco II & Me!' 



Ford Bronco and Bronco II- 



not one but two tough 
4-wheelers for ’85 -both with 
Eddie Bauer style. They re all 
dressed up with everywhere to go! 



Now Ford offers 
you a choice of big 
Bronco (seats 5 or 6) or 
trim-size Bronco 11 (seats 
4) in special Eddie 
Bauer editions. 

Both have a 
lot of good 
things in 
common- 
be sides Ford 
toughness 
and Bauer class. 

W 

More power to you. 

Both have plenty of 
power on tap. Power that 
eases you through hard 
off- road going and makes 



all driving more fun. 

Bronco Ils 2-8L V-6 
gives you power no other 
small V-6 4- wheeler can 
top It s standard at no 
extra cost. Bronco 
starts with a big 
high- torque 4.9L 
Six, standard 
Adds a 5.0LV-8 
with new electronic 
fuel injection. Plus a 
5.8L High Output V-B with 
4 -barrel earb-and 27% 
more horsepower than 
Blazer's biggest engine? 

Unique suspensions. 

Both Broncos have 



independent front sus- 
pension to absorb off- 
road jolts so you don’t 
have to. And to help keep 
wheels glued to the 
ground for solid traction. 

Both give you a 
proven 4- wheel-drive 
system with a choice of 
manual or optional auto- 
matic locking hubs. 

And now both offer 
you the special looks and 
luxury of Eddie Bauer 
editions, 



The Bluer Broncos. 

These unique 
4- wheelers have high- 
styled interior and exte- 
rior trim, They include 
dual Captain's Chairs, 
floor console and much 
more. Plus Eddie Bauer 
gear bag, travel blanket 
and visor organizer. And. 
to top it all, "Ford Care" 
extended maintenance 



and limited warranty 
program, One beau- 
tiful package! 

Best-Built 
American Truck*. 

At Ford, Quality is 
Job 1. A 1984 survey 
established that Ford 
makes the best-built 
American trucks. This is 
based on an average of 
problems reported by 
owners in the prior six 
months on 1981-1983 
models designed and 
built in the US, 

Lifetime Service 
Guarantee. 

As part of Ford Motor 
Company's commitment 
to your total satisfaction, 
participating Ford Dealers 
stand behind their work, 
in writing, with a Lifetime 
Service Guarantee. No other 
car companies' dealers, for- 
eign or domestic, offer this 
kind of security. Nobody. 

See your participating 
Ford Dealer for details. 
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New Renault Alpine 




io compete w\xh the Hkes of Corine and Pofwtie 944 







It 1 soto of [he fastest — xind friendliest— 
rdn; we vp driven A French superior 
that civilised nur high speed autoroum 
cruising, and madn even higher spc^id 
lapping at L c: Mans easy. The Renault 
Alpine lumort mad and track into a blur 
during nur streak from the Dieppe 
factory to |jp Mans, and [hen as we 



RcSrHcngirw Alpine 
has iu Vti longitudinally 
mounted under the hatch with enough 
room heft for two small, rear bucket seats, 



wem round find round ihe Circuit Hu- 
ai the 24 -hour course, dm, you 
:jn [ not want to he teased about the 
rear-engine Alpine, figuring that it's 
l u si another exotic car that's n 01 sold 



hero Well. it r s not sold hero yet, but it 
will he no xl year 

The fiber glass-bodied 2 + 2 spun 
coupe? is the latest Alpine in the series, 
replacing the AD 10 which has been 
France's Corvette smre 1 07 1 The new 
French ‘Vet to is already nn sals? there 
with either normally aspirated, 2 . ft- liter 
V6 or 2. 5-liter turbo. We're slated iq 
get the VG Turbo model, which wo 
in its U.S. prototype version 
With 4Q/G0 froni/rear weight ra- 
tio, the iBU-unph Alpine as 
better balanced than ihe 
AD l 0 (30/70) a nrt is al so 
ben er proport ioned — 
though acceptance ofits 
styling hero will be an 
acquired taste. Ai the 
wheel, however, there's 
nothing quirky aboui the Al- 
pine S oats, instruments and con- 
trols are perfect and right where 
you want thorn Jultfng oui from tho 
center console is a short magic wand ol 
a gear selector- The five-speed is 
smooth rind quick — W mph dials in jus r 
under 7 stn: Price is supposed to cornu 
in | LLS-t under S30.000, which, romc to 
think of it. makes the Alpine much too 
fast fur me. 



1987 Chrysler-Maseratl 

|jee laeoeca who. while ai Ford in the 
'60s. sold Mustangs to the masses, has 
discovered where the action is. His 
"'yupmarker Maserud, h $25,000 to 
$ 30,000 sportster, will be introduced in 
the -spring ai 19R7 Iciest concept of 
the Q-Coupe. as it's called by insiders 
shows it with top down The fwd 




C7i4 roadster will haw a removable hardtop. 



"Chrysler made by MaseratT will be 
assembled in the Milan. Italy, factory 
where Maserali lUturbos dn j built 
Competition tocher than Mercedes) will 
be from Cadillacs E 3 in Lnl a rina- styled Al- 
lante, also to be built in Italy. 

Own your own GT 40 




Ford or Che^ VS powers the GT4Q repllcar. 



Those were heady days in '68 and r 69 
when Ford wen Lo Mans with its GT40 
Mark 1 Now you can own one — not a 
$? DO. 000 original but a knock-off from 
Era Replica Automobiles. 

The SI 8.500 GT40 joins the first 
raplicar in Era's line — the Ford Cobra 
{see Imports A' Motat^pom, page 12. 
Jan. '8 1 }. All you have iq do Ls provide a 
small -block Vtt and about 1UO hours of 
PM skill and you're on the road 



Fast parts 

In Japanese, mugen means "unlimit- 
ed 1 and it's the name taken by the 




CRX performance parts range from vaiy* 
and spring sets to wheels and body kits. 



company l hat specializes in cocrtpeli- 
tion pans Mu gen Co. Ltd. (pronounced 
Moo-gan) has prepared Formula 2 rac- 
ing engines and motorcycles, ai.u 
is Honda'S choice Lo be its sup 
plie-r of performance equip- 
ment. The factory-approved 
add-ons are at Honda dealers 
for the Civic CRX, 

Fast tires are known by the 
letters they keep, with a V- 

JHIeW PrrElir P700 ulna-row pr Ufi \t 
radiaJ out performs lh# P 7 hi f EpJMCi 



raring the tups and ULP the type Ultra- 
low profile radi al tires have become the 
standard for sjjeed and Pirelli pioneer- 
ed low-aspect-ratio designs with 
the P7 in ' 74 and ihe P6 in r ?7. 
Pirelli ‘ s second -generation 

ULPsare new hiding the ro rid: 
The P7GG is original equip- 
mem un F^omhes starting rhi^ 
month and the PGQOun Saab' 3 
9000 T urbo The new tires are 
available in 55. 50 and super- 
dim 45-percent aspect ratios. JW 
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health, 



Marlboro fled 
or Longhorn UHl's— 
you gel a lot to like 



16 mg "i^r;‘ 1 0 mg mediae av per mgerell^ FTC Report Feb '8S 
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